Preliminary Championships in England, Scotland and Wales
Effective 1st January 2021 (With addendum)

Background
With regions now being able to open up their graded competitions to all regions and the increase in travel in all levels of dancers attending feiseanna outside their own region, particular issues have arisen around the eligibility of dancers to compete in different types of Preliminary Championships at different feiseanna.

Regional Delegates to An Coimisiún have been meeting at various intervals to discuss this with an aim to have a common set of rules adopted throughout England, Scotland and Wales.  This would lead to dancers being fully aware of their eligibility or otherwise to enter Preliminary Championships regardless of where they are being held within the British mainland.

The final agreement from the group are as follows:
· A minimum number of three Adjudicators must officiate.
· The first age group for a Preliminary Championship is Under 10.
· Where a Preliminary Championship is held separate from an Open Championship, three rounds should be offered, namely; Reel or Slip Jig, Heavy Jig or Hornpipe and any Set Dance.
· Where a Preliminary Championship is combined with an Open Championship, then the result should be taken from eligible dancers’ ranking after the first two rounds.
· Where there are separate Preliminary and Open Championships, dancers can compete in both at the discretion of the Feis organiser.
· Where a competitor wins two Preliminary Championships they must dance in Open Championship for a period of 12 months thereafter.
· For grading purposes, two wins will be taken as being in any two year rolling period.  Where a dancer does not win a second Preliminary within two years of winning their first Preliminary Championship, then the first win will be deemed as having expired and the dancer starts afresh.
· Where there are less than 6 in a Preliminary Championship that win will not normally be considered for grading purposes.  However, where a dancer wins three Preliminary Championships regardless of the number of competitors in each competition, that dancer must dance in Open Championship for a period of 12 months thereafter.
· Dances performed in a Preliminary Championships do not count for grading in solo competitions.
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, and until further notice, please note the following: 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]All dancers*, who are included on the official confirmed list of qualifiers for Oireachtas Rince na Cruinne 2021, are not eligible to compete in Preliminary Championships until further notice. *This excludes dancers that auto qualified at their Regional or National Oireachtas due to lack of numbers.
· Dancers placing 1st-3rd in an Open Championship with up to 20 competitors or 1st-5th in an Open Championship with more than 20 Competitors cannot compete in a Preliminary Championship for a period of 12 month.
· Implementation date 1st January 2021.  
Please note the above rules are not retrospective
